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In an Oct. 6 interview with the Parisian daily newspaper LE MONDE, Guatemalan President Vinicio
Cerezo called for a non- military solution, minus foreign involvement, to the Central American
crisis. He asserted that the Contadora Group can yet revitalize its diplomatic efforts to achieve a
political and diplomatic solution to the conflict. The president then announced that he has requested
aid for the five Central American countries from the European Economic Community (EEC). This
effort, he said, would compel respective government leaders to meet and discuss common issues.
In this regard, Cerezo said that his initiative to establish a regional parliament is "advancing." On
the political situation in Guatemala, Cerezo said it is not possible for his government to punish the
military since the latter were in favor of the democratic opening leading to civilian government.
He admitted thousands of people are still missing, whose whereabouts will likely never be known.
Nonetheless, the president said he does not wish to see the military separated from its political
responsibilities, adding that military personnel must become even more involved in the country's
political affairs. Cerezo pointed out that no president enjoys complete power. The army, he said, has
a share in political power, and when officers feel isolated and alienated there is the risk of a coup.
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